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An Upper East Side veterinary office is accused of
'murdering' a woman's cherished dog in a lawsuit

seeking millions | Envato Elements, Kathryn Corkery

Dog ‘Murdered’ by UES
Veterinary Office’s Shoddy
Dental Work: Lawsuit

by Nora Wesson March 1, 2024, 3:14 pm
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A devastated Upper East Side woman is
suing a Lenox Hill veterinarians’ office for
millions, accusing the practice of ‘murder’
in the death of her beloved dog and
companion, Oliver, whose extended
suffering and untimely passing, she claims,
were was the result of malpractice and
negligence, Upper East Site has learned.

“The behavior of Defendants … was so
outrageous as to transcend all bounds of
decency, and through conduct so
outrageous as to be regarded as atrocious
and utterly intolerable,” states the lawsuit
against Lenox Hill Veterinarians, located at
1504 Second Avenue between East 78th
and 79th Streets, and two of its doctors,
filed in Manhattan Supreme Court last
month.
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Upper East Side resident Kathryn Corkery,
61, says her cherished dog, Oliver Memphis
Corkery, a 12-year-old Maltese, died last
July after nearly a year of repeated dental
surgeries at the Upper East Side pet clinic.

ALSO READ | UES Restaurant Ignored
Sexual Harassment by Employees:

Lawsuit

“Ms. Corkery’s life revolved around Oliver,”
the suit explains, noting Corkery took her
dog on vacations and with her everywhere
she traveled. “Oliver was a gentle little soul,
and happy little boy. They were one
another’s best friends and family members.”
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The lawsuit also alleges “Ms. Corkery has
suffered severe emotional distress as a
result of Defendants’ murder of Oliver,”
repeating the claim of murder over and over
throughout the 33-page filing reviewed
by Upper East Site.

Blaming the practice for his passing,
Corkery claims Oliver “died unnecessarily
as a direct result of Defendants’ piecemeal
dentistry.”
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The problems began back in 2022 when
Corkery says she brought Oliver to Lenox
Hill Veterinarians for a problem with three
teeth that would ultimately require
extraction. 

Rather than pulling all three during Oliver’s
first procedure in August of that year, the
suit alleges that the veterinarian instead
only pulled one, putting the senior dog on a
path for two more surgeries, in February
2023 and then three months later in May
2023, exposing him “to excessive general
anesthesia and bacteria.” 

Five days after his third surgery, the
complaint states that Oliver fell ill, vomiting
and stumbling, even falling when one of his
hind legs gave out during a run. Corkey
says a doctor at Lenox Hill Veterinarians
blamed the pup’s malaise on the tooth
extractions and recommended bed rest. 

Though he had been a perfectly healthy
dog, the suit claims her precious pet was
diagnosed with kidney failure on July 1st.
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Oliver was euthanized on July 16, 2023, just
45 days after his last surgery.

“Ms. Corkery experienced nightmares every
night, reliving the suffering that Oliver
experienced. The images of Oliver’s
suffering and his death are locked in Ms.
Corkery’s memories,” the filing states. 

ALSO READ | UES Museum Negligent in
Accident that Left Man Disabled: Lawsuit

For several months, the complaint
continues, she could not get out of bed
except to go to work. “Ms. Corkery lost the
most important family member and friend in
her life.”

The suit says Lenox Hill Veterinarians
missed opportunities to minimize the risks
to Oliver, including by not performing “a
pre-surgical physical examination, with
preoperative blood and urine tests” prior to
the third surgery as had been done before
the earlier two, and failed to provide
informed consent about the dangers of
anesthesia and repeated dental procedures
on senior dogs.

“Defendants never informed Plaintiff about
the risk of bacteria from a tooth extraction
site potentially entering the bloodstream
and traveling to the kidneys, leading to a
kidney infection or even kidney failure,” her
attorney states in the filing.

“If [Corkery] had any suspicion or
knowledge that Oliver had any issues with
his kidneys or that he suffered from
diabetes or any other disease, [she] would
have taken Oliver to a specialty hospital.”

The lawsuit seeks $3.5 million in
compensatory damages, plus
reimbursement of medical and legal
expenses. 

Lenox Hill Veterinarians did not respond to
Upper East Site‘s requests for comment. 

Follow Upper East Site on Instagram, X,
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Lenox Hill Veterinarians, located at 1504 Second Avenue
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Oliver, a 12-year-old Matese, passed away last July, 45
days after his last dental surgery, the suit states | Kathryn
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The suit alleges that ‘piecemeal dentistry’ at Lenox Hill
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Oliver fell ill five days after his third dental surgery, the
lawsuit states | Kathryn Corkery

Lenox Hill Veterinarians is accused of malpractice and
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Natalie Bloom
March 2, 2024 at 9:43 am Edit

This is my vet. The practice and care are
exceptional. They have saved my dogs life
repeatedly. They have performed dental work on her
repeatedly. I do not believe a word of this. Sadly
complications and risks happen, particularly with
senior dogs. I’m sorry for her loss but suing the
medical caretaker is outrageous, and does not bring
her baby back

Reply

Sponsored by

vivaia.com Open

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

Neighbors Assist in
Dogged Pursuit of
Missing UES
Goldendoodle

Second Avenue Not
Getting Extra-Wide
Bike Lane, Offset Bus
Lane on the UES

UES Newcomer
Avenue Bakery NYC is
a Dessert Lover’s
Paradise

Box Truck Bursts into
Flames on Busy Upper
East Side Roadway

MORE FROM: ANIMALS

Flaco the Owl Dead
After Apparent
Collision: Zoo Officials

Birds Trapped, Dying
in Nets Installed
Under UES Luxury
Building’s Sidewalk
Shed, Rescuers Say 

Flaco the Owl: From
Zoo Attraction to King
of New York

EXCLUSIVE: Kitten
Saved from UES
Subway Tracks by
Cops & Animal
Rescuers

ADVERTISEMENT • REMOVE ADS

Massive UES Tower Barrels
Forward WITHOUT Extra
Affordable Units, Height
Reduction

Man Shot, UES Community
Center Locked Down, Gunman on
the Loose: NYPD

Dog ‘Murdered’ by UES
Veterinary Office’s Shoddy Dental
Work: Lawsuit

New UES Whole Foods Store Part
of Slimmed-Down Concept

260 Sample Sale Opens UES
Discount Boutique ‘260 Final
Sale’

ADVERTISEMENT • REMOVE ADS

ADVERTISEMENT • REMOVE ADS

ADVERTISEMENT • REMOVE ADS

The Ultimate UES Hot Chocolate
Tour

Thrilling Thai Spots on the Upper
East Side

Where to Get Chinese Food This
Christmas on the UES

The Upper East Side’s Best Greek
Restaurants

The Most Exciting Upper East
Side Dinner Spots

TRENDING NOW

GUIDE TO THE UES

ADVERTISEMENT • REMOVE ADS



 1

   



Upper East Site + Edit Post Howdy, Nora Wesson

3/6/24, 2:08 PM
Page 1 of 1


